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to be transferred to the Reserve shall continue in Army
Service for such period not exceeding the period for which
they might be required to serve if they were transferred
to the Reserve and called out for permanent service as to
His Majesty may seem expedient, and that such directions
as may seem necessary may be given for embodying the
Territorial Force and for making such special arrange-
ments as may be proper with regard to units or indi-
viduals whose services may be required in other than a
military capacity/ "

When the Speaker had finished reading the King's
message all the members poured out of the House, and I
went down to the Prime Minister's room.

Henry looked grave and gave me John Morley's letter
of resignation, saying:

" I shall miss him very much ; he is one of the most
distinguished men living."

For some time we did not speak. I left the window
and stood behind his chair :

"So it is all up? "I said.

He answered without looking at me:

" Yes, it's all up/'

I sat down beside him with a feeling of numbness in
my limbs and absently watched through the half-open
door the backs of moving men. A secretary came in with
Foreign Office boxes, he put them down and went out of
the room.

Henry sat at his writing-table leaning back with a
pen in his hand. . . * What was he thinking of ? ...
His sons ? . . . My son was too young to fight; would
they all have to fight ? . . . I got up and leant my head
against his : we could not speak for tears.

When I arrived in Downing Street I went to bed.

How did it . . . how could it have happened ? What
were we all like five days ago ? We were talking about
Ireland and civil war; Civil war 1 People were angry
but not serious; and now ,the sound of real war waved